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TRADE MEASUREMENT ADMINISTRATION BILL 2005 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Kim Chance (Leader of the House) on behalf of Hon 
Jon Ford (Minister for Fisheries), read a first time. 

Second Reading 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.10 am]:  On behalf of the Minister for 
Fisheries, I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Trade Measurement Administration Bill 2005 supports the Trade Measurement Bill 2005, which is the 
principal bill.  The Trade Measurement Administration Bill has been designed to accommodate the unique 
administrative requirements that apply in Western Australia.  The bill has been drafted having regard for 
machinery of government principles and vests administration of the Trade Measurement Bill in the 
commissioner rather than name the actual office or department by specific designation.  This allows for greater 
flexibility and obviates the need for an amendment to this legislation should a subsequent organisational 
restructure result in trade measurement legislation being allocated to another department. 

The Trade Measurement Administration Bill deals with the appointment of the commissioner, deputy 
commissioner and inspectors.  The bill also allows for fees and charges to be prescribed by regulation and sets 
out details about the use of infringement notices and search warrants.  Infringement notices can be used to deal 
with minor or simple offences and allow for various breaches to be dealt with promptly.  The issuing of 
infringement notices provides a cheaper, less complex and more effective mechanism for dealing with offences, 
as it allows such matters to be dealt with immediately rather than requiring such breaches to be prosecuted 
through the courts.  Taking matters to court can be a costly and time-consuming process, and persons or 
businesses who pay infringement notices on time are protected from also being prosecuted in the courts for the 
same offence.  This is consistent with provisions and approaches adopted by all other states and territories that 
operate under model trade measurement legislation.   

The bill’s search warrant provisions are similar to those that apply in many other acts in this state and are 
necessary for compliance purposes.  The bill also includes savings and transitional arrangements to allow for a 
smooth transition from the old regulatory regime to the new trade measurement system.  I commend the bill to 
the house.  

Debate adjourned and bill referred to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
pursuant to standing orders.  
 


